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Projects Recommended for Funding 
Fish Restoration and Enhancement Board 

2007-2009 Biennium - Cycle 6 of 8 
 
The Restoration and Enhancement (R&E) Board met in Reedsport on August 15, 2008, to review 10 
projects requesting funding from the R&E Program.  A project must receive a majority of Board votes to 
be recommended for funding; all seven Board members attended the meeting.  A summary of each 
project, funding requested, designation as sport or commercial funding, public comment, Board vote, 
and Board discussion points are below.  Major issues raised are identified in the Board discussions and 
any public comment submitted by individuals or groups other than project sponsors are noted.  Internal 
ODFW staff review of each project is provided to the Board and the project sponsor prior to the 
meeting.  Sponsors typically respond to this staff review during their presentation to the Board.  
 
The Board recommends funding the following projects: 
 

 
Restoration 

Project Number:    07-119 
Project Title:     Salmon River Aquatic Restoration Project 
Project Type:    Research and Monitoring 
Sponsor:     Oregon Trout 
Sport/Commercial:   Sport 
Funds Requested:    $49,630 
Total Project Cost:    $75,675 
 
Match:  
Army Corps of Engineers     $6,900 
Carol & Velma Saling Foundation    $5,509 
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board $13,636 
Total Match:     $26,045 
 
Description:  This project would fund the Salmon River Aquatic Restoration Project that would identify 
restoration opportunities to improve aquatic and floodplain habitat conditions for salmon and steelhead 
on the Salmon River.  Prior watershed assessments and restoration strategies have identified limiting 
factors, priority reaches, and generally needed restoration actions in the Salmon River. This project 
would bridge the gap between these assessments and future on-the-ground restoration work by 
identifying specific sites to implement habitat restoration projects, including large wood placement, dike 
removal, and the reactivation of historic side channels.  The Salmon River provides key habitat for coho, 
spring Chinook, and winter steelhead and is a cornerstone of Sandy basin-wide efforts to restore these 
fish.  The river also supports a very popular recreational fishery for coho, spring Chinook, and winter 
steelhead.  Sandy River basin Chinook, coho, and winter steelhead are listed as threatened under the 
federal Endangered Species Act.   
 
R&E funds would be used for contractor costs associated with compiling, collecting, and reviewing 
data; hydraulic modeling; and conceptual design plan production. 
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Board Discussion: The Board asked what the majority of the funds would be used for and the sponsor 
replied that they would be used to hire a contracting firm.  
The Board asked who was funding the “on the ground” work. The sponsor replied that the various 
partners are funding the work this summer and the next.  
The sponsor also shared that the federal government is interested in the work being done due to the 
positive impacts it provides to the Columbia River. 
 
Board Vote: 7-0 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Project Number:    07-125 
Project Title:     Ceratomyxa shasta Impacts on Upper Klamath River Salmon 
Project Type:    Research and Monitoring 
Sponsor:     Oregon State University 
Sport/Commercial:   Commercial 
Funds Requested:      $88,148 
Total Project Cost:    $176,860 
 
Match:  
US Fish & Wildlife-SFR  $11,325 
Oregon State University  $38,128 
Bureau of Reclamation  $26,068 
ODFW Klamath Falls   $13,191 
Total Match:    $88,712 
 
Description:  This project would fund mapping of the Ceratomyxa shasta (C. shasta) parasite 
distribution using water samples collected throughout the Klamath system.  The data collected would 
assist in identifying locations where release of parasites is high.  Once these sites are identified, a survey 
for the host will be conducted and host habitat use will be examined to determine the conditions that 
promote parasite colonization.  Genetic analysis of the parasite will be conducted at each step to 
determine if a particular parasite strain plays a role in infection.  This information is necessary for 
predicting the potential effects of the parasite during future salmonid reintroduction into the upper basin.  
The distribution of C. shasta in the Williamson and lower Sprague Rivers has not been examined since 
the 1980’s and recent severe infections by C. shasta have caused high mortality in migrating juvenile 
salmon in the lower Klamath River during the past decade.  These effects are most evident in the river 
below Iron Gate Dam.  However, levels of C. shasta have also been detected in the Williamson River 
and the upper Klamath basin.  Defining the parasite’s distribution, the fish that support its lifecycle and 
the conditions that result in this highly infectious disease are critical to making decisions that will reduce 
disease effects basin-wide and allow successful reintroduction of salmon into the upper Klamath basin.   
 
R&E funds would be used for staff costs, collection and assay of samples, and other associated 
laboratory work. 
 
Board Discussion: None. 
 
Board Vote: 7-0 
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Enhancement 

 
Project Number:    07-124 
Project Title:     High Desert Winter Survey Equipment 
Project Type:    Miscellaneous 
Sponsor:     ODFW – Deschutes Watershed District Office 
Sport/Commercial:   Sport 
Funds Requested:      $6,000 
Total Project Cost:    $18,000 
 
Match:  
High Desert Region Fisheries Program     $3,200 
High Desert Region Wildlife Program    $6,500 
High Desert Region Diversity Biology Program   $2,300 
Total Match:      $12,000 
 
Description:  This grant would allow purchase of two all terrain vehicles with tracks which will allow 
ODFW hatchery and district fish and wildlife staff to access remote locations to deploy fish and wildlife 
trapping and monitoring equipment.  Snowmobiles do not work for these purposes as they are not 
designed to go slow and tow a great deal of weight over snow, rocks, mud, water and black top.   
 
R&E funds would be used for will be used to purchase one set of tracks and one ATV. 
 
Board Discussion: The Board asked what fish species are being trapped in the area. The sponsor replied 
that the traps are being used for trout. 
 
Board Vote: 7-0 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Project Number:    07-126 
Project Title:     Little Butte Creek Meander Restoration Project 
Project Type:    Miscellaneous  
Sponsor:     ODFW Denman Wildlife Area 
Sport/Commercial:   Sport 
Funds Requested:    $20,600 
Total Project Cost:    $26,420 
 
Match:  
Middle Rogue Steelheaders     $2,700 
ODFW Fish Biologist        $750 
ODFW Wildlife Area Manager      $750 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality    $500 
Medford Water Commission    $1,120 
Total Match:      $5,820 
 
Description:  This project proposes to develop a restoration design for a portion of Little Butte Creek 
located in Denman Wildlife area.  Existing site information will be collected, including available 
floodplain mapping, GIS data, and aerial photos to help provide a historical context for the channel.  
This task will help guide on-the-ground field data collection requirements and important areas of 

Page 3 of 7



 
 
consideration for detailed topographic data collection.  Hydraulic models will also be completed for the 
side channel inlet location as well as the mainstem area.  The technical assistance provider will work 
with the applicant, stakeholders and ODFW to develop a range of restoration options and to identify a 
preferred alternative that best benefits aquatic resources and the watershed.  The end result of this 
project would increase the amount of spawning habitat for fall Chinook and winter steelhead.  By 
reconnecting the side channel, high flow velocities will be reduced, allowing more gravel to settle in the 
project reach which currently lacks quality spawning habitat.  These substrates will likely be used by 
Chinook and winter steelhead for spawning.  
 
R&E funds would be used to fund a contractor to provide technical assistance. 
 
Board Discussion: The Board asked about land ownership. The sponsor replied ODFW owns the land.  
The Board asked how large the quarry is on the project site.  The sponsor replied it is approximately 1.5 
surface acres.  
The Board asked if the photograph used from 1970 is still an accurate representation of the area. The 
sponsor affirmed that the photograph in question was still accurate. 
 
Board Vote: 7-0 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Project Number:    07-127 
Project Title:     Port of Cascade Locks Fish Cleaning Station 
Project Type:    Miscellaneous  
Sponsor:     Port of Cascade Locks 
Sport/Commercial:   Sport 
Funds Requested:    $11,691 
Total Project Cost:    $16,691 
 
Match:  
Port of Cascade Locks   $5,000 
Total Match:    $5,000 
 
Description:  This project would fund the installation of a public fish cleaning station in the marine park 
located in Cascade Locks.  The fish cleaning station will be located next to a boat launch, restroom and 
the “Old Locks” where thousands of visitors and Native Americans fish every year. The marine park 
fishing area is also one of few ADA accessible fishing areas on the Columbia River.  The park has been 
increasing in popularity over time and as a result the Port of Cascade Locks has been working to provide 
better accommodations for anglers and the public.   
 
R&E funds would be used for fish cleaning station construction and materials costs. 
 
Board Discussion: The Board asked if the station will be installed with concrete footings. The sponsor 
answered yes and that the station will also be ADA accessible.  
The Board inquired if the station will be covered. The sponsor answered that it will be partially covered.  
The Board also asked that the bottom portion of the station be enclosed to protect the grinder. The 
sponsor replied that it could and would be enclosed.  
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The Board inquired who would be providing maintenance. The sponsor replied that the Port of Cascade 
Locks will be responsible; however the reason behind pursuing this system was to minimize 
maintenance.  
The Board expressed concerns over the security of the station from vandalism and theft, and also that 
tribal members use this location frequently and hadn’t contributed any money towards the construction. 
 
Board Vote: 4-3 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Project Number:    07-129 
Project Title:     Thief Valley Reservoir Road Improvement, Part 2 
Project Type:    Access 
Sponsor:     ODFW Grande Ronde Watershed District Office 
Sport/Commercial:   Sport 
Enhancement/ Restoration:  Enhancement 
Funds Requested:    $35,000 
Total Project Cost:    $55,900 
 
Match:  
Bureau of Reclamation  $19,400 
ODFW       $1,500 
Total Match:    $20,900 
 
Description:  This project would fund the placement of rock and road fabric to be used on 
approximately 4000 linear feet of an existing road that provides access to Thief Valley Reservoir, a 
popular fishing destination for area anglers.  The construction of “pull out” areas, a turn around, and a 
parking area near the dam would also be completed.  Finally, riprap along the shoreline of the reservoir 
would be installed to protect the road close to the reservoir.  These actions would provide safe access for 
ODFW fish liberation trucks and the public.  
 
R&E funds would be used for the purchase and placement of rock, road fabric, riprap, and construction 
costs of road improvements. 
 
Board Discussion: The Board asked what the reservoir was used for. The sponsor replied that the 
reservoir was used for irrigation purposes.  
The Board asked when the water is low and is the area used for fishing. The sponsor replied that it a 
very popular fishing spot and that the reservoir has been drained in the summer in the past but they are 
working on maintaining a minimum pool.  
The Board asked what the public response will be given a potential decrease in fish being stocked. The 
sponsor’s reply is the public will be happy with a consistent fishery and the stocking of larger fish. 
 
Board Vote: 7-0 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Project Number:    07-130 
Project Title:     Taylor Lake Pedestrian Trail Restoration 
Project Type:    Access 
Sponsor:     ODFW –The Dalles District Office 
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Sport/Commercial:   Sport 
Funds Requested:    $7,630 
Total Project Cost:    $8,094 
 
Match:  
ODFW       $464 
 
Description:  This project would fund repairs to a section of the Taylor Lake trail that was damaged 
during the winter storms of 2008.  This site was featured as an ODFW “Easy Access Oregon” location 
and current access is hazardous due to storm damage.  Above average water levels combined with high 
winds caused severe erosion, which damaged approximately 75 feet of the trail leading to the footbridge.  
This section of trail serves as a partial dike between the lobes of the lake and is needed to access the foot 
bridge separating the lake.  Prior to the damage the trail was covered with smooth gravel and 
approximately 3 to 4 feet in width.  As a result of the excessive erosion, the trail no longer has a smooth 
surface and much of the base material has been exposed or damaged.   
 
R&E funds would be used to fund materials and a contractor to operate the equipment needed for the 
trail restoration. 
 
Board Discussion: The Board asked if this was a repeat of a previous request. The sponsor replied this 
is not a repeat project, but this is a project the Board had seen on a past field trip.  
 
Board Vote: 7-0 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Project Number:    07-132 
Project Title:     Effects of Cured Eggs on Juvenile Salmon 
Project Type:    Research and Monitoring 
Sponsor:     ODFW- Corvallis Research 
Sport/Commercial:   Commercial 
Funds Requested:      $9,653 
Total Project Cost:    $25,300 
 
Match:  
ODFW  $15,647 
 
Description:  This project would fund an evaluation of the effects of cured salmon eggs on juvenile 
salmonids (Chinook and steelhead) during three life history stages (fry, pre-smolt, smolt) to determine if 
there is any effect on the survival of juvenile salmon.  Acute toxicity will be measured by assessing 
mortality following exposure.  A preliminary evaluation of the sublethal effects will also be undertaken 
by measuring immune growth and smoltification indices.  The effect of freshwater angling on juvenile 
survival has largely been ignored when addressing the factors limiting freshwater production of 
salmonids, and juvenile salmon appear to feed readily on egg baits when anglers target adult fish.  In a 
preliminary experiment there was a 50-60 percent mortality rate in rainbow trout fed a commercially 
available salmon egg product.  Even at considerably lower levels of mortality the potential risk is 
sufficient to warrant further attention. 
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R&E funds would be used for the purchase of salmon eggs, circular tanks, cures, and other project 
supply costs. 
 
Board Discussion: The Board asked what the ratio was for the diet provided to the juveniles in the 
study. The sponsor replied that the diet consisted of 50% fish food and 50% cured eggs, which equals 
approximately one cured egg a day.  
The Board inquired to which cures would be used in the study. The sponsor replied they will be using 
the most popular and commonly used cures. 
 
Board Vote: 7-0 
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